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Welcome BridgePrep Families!
Welcome to Spanish

¡Bienvenidos!
¡Hola! A warm greeting from the Spanish teachers. We are very excited to be part of your child 

education. Learning a second language is a great opportunity for their future. We encourage parents 
to motivate your children to practice the language beyond the classroom. During the month of August, 
while practicing procedures and routines in our classroom, we have been working with greetings and 

reading short stories. Soon we will incorporate technology in our classes, with Istation in Spanish.
National Hispanic Heritage Month is from September 15 to October 15. During this time people 
recognize the contributions of Hispanic and Latino Americans in the United States and celebrate 

their heritage and culture. We will be working on a variety of projects during this time where students 
will learn more about the Hispanic culture and their contributions to this country.

 We hope they enjoy their learning experience. ¡Adiós amigos!
¡Hasta la próxima!  

       
Upcoming Events

                  

September 4th – Labor Day 
(No School)

September 11th – 15th - 
Parent/Teacher Conferences

September 13th - 
Grandparents Breakfast

September 15th – Oct. 15th – 
Hispanic Heritage Month

September 21st – Spirit Night 
@ BurgerFI

September 28th – Family 
Dinner Night

Principal’s Message
Dear BridgePrep Family,

 What a wonderful start to the 2017 - 2018 school year!! Our success would not be possible without our dedicated and supportive families. As you know, we take 
pride in all of our students and enjoy recognizing exemplary behaviors. Our behavior system helps our students strive to make responsible choices and become role 
models for their peers. We attempt to use language as opposed to colors to help our students understand complements and consequences to their choices. Every 
student begins the day on "ready to learn” on a visual wheel in each classroom. From here, their choices determine whether they will move around the wheel to 
"Role Model", or "Stop and Think".  Every student is given the chance to start over when they transition from one class to another.  (ex: from Math to Spanish). These 
choices give them multiple opportunities throughout the day to reach their goal for exemplary behavior. We transition the outcome of the wheel to Class DoJo in 
grades K-4 and use only Class Dojo for grades 5-8, as no wheel is used.  It is CRITICAL you connect with your homeroom teacher to set up your Class Dojo account.  

We combine positive behavior system with our Character Trait of the Month. It is critical children are in the classroom by 8 AM to be a part of the character initiative 
we call Harmony. Our daily morning meetings are held the first 10 minutes of class in every homeroom. This is where children are recognized by their peers, engage 
in talking strategies to problem solve or compliment, and share their thinking as a team. We publicly recognize behavior through monthly "Citizenship Awards," 
postings on our school Bulletin Board and with our parents via Class Dojo. We hope to empower our students with the knowledge of positive reinforcement, 
collaboration, and succinct procedures sometimes needed to encourage smart choices.

We hope you will join us in this endeavor! Your weekend updates should share the Character Trait of the Month for family discussions. As always, we thank you for 
all you contribute to create a healthy, enjoyable, and academically successful school environment.

  Sincerely,
Mrs. Harris
Christine Harris M.Ed.
Principal BridgePrep Academy 
K-8 South Tampa

Character Trait of the Month

Respect

Showing high regard for authority, for other people, self, for property, and for country: and understanding that all 
people have value as human beings.  

BridgePrep Academy of Tampa Mission Statement

BridgePrep Academy believes every child learns best in a safe, nurturing and stimulating environment where high 
academic expectations, self-esteem, good character, and an appreciation for the arts are promoted. BridgePrep 

Academy’s mission is to provide a challenging academic curriculum that will encompass an enriched Spanish 
language program, technology and experiences that will enable students to develop globally. BridgePrep Academy’s 

goal is to educate well rounded individuals and enable students to reach their maximum potential.
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Classroom Collaborations

Welcome to First Grade

August has come and gone so fast. I have gotten to know 
your children so much already. I can't wait to see how 
much we grow throughout the year together. Soon we will 
be learning about retelling and answering text questions. 
We will also be introducing how to find our answers from 
the text itself. Our Sentence Dictation will continue to be 
graded. Sentence Dictation helps students with their 
handwriting, conventions, and spelling. This will push them 
ahead for 2nd Grade. I'll see you around. 
 

Welcome to Second Grade

Welcome back to school! I am so excited to teach 
reading, writing, and social studies to your 
"Second Grade Superstars!" We have been doing 
beginning-of-year testing as well as learning 
procedures to make the class work as successfully 
and smoothly as possible. The students have also 
enjoyed getting to know me and each other. I am 
so proud of your students already and I can't wait 
to foster their academic and personal growth.

We will use Reading Wonders to learn the skills 
we need as well as Social Studies Weekly to 
complete all the standards and get us ready for 
third grade and FSA. Your students are eager to 
learn and I am eager to teach.

We are getting to know each other during our 
morning Harmony meeting. We are finishing up 
our beginning-of-year tests. In math, we are 
starting to learn about place value and the 
properties of numbers. In science, we are learning 
about science safety and the skills scientists use.

Student - “Can we read 
with our eyes closed?”

Teacher – “No, but we can 
close our eyes and visualize 

after we read.”

2nd Grade

Welcome to Kindergarten

Our first month has been all about learning the everyday procedures 
of school and focusing on the fundamentals. We are learning to 
become a community of friends through our Harmony program.

A 1st grader enjoying her 
sandwich at lunch.
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Classroom Collaborations

Welcome to Middle School

Wow! I still can't believe how fast this first month went! In 
August, students from 6th and 8th grade learned why 
history is so important to us and how historians research 
their work. The 6th graders did an excellent collaborative 
work describing the way historians in the feature would 
write about their daily life, government, and the way of 
transportation, sports, and communication.  Also, 8th grade 
was assigned a similar task. Students had to work in groups 
and pick an era from U.S. History. 8th graders had to put 
themselves in character to write a narrative about how was 
life in that historical period. On the other hand, our 7th 
graders are learning about US geography in a creative and 
fun way by drawing, coloring, and defining geographical 
concepts. 
I'm so excited about having such creative and talented 
students!  
As we begin the school year, we are focusing on the 
fundamental building blocks of Algebra. That means we are 
and will be looking at rational numbers (integers), number 
lines, absolute values, and the 4 main operations of 
numbers. Namely, addition, subtraction, multiplication, and 
division. As the year continues, we will build on these 
concepts and further our understanding of this 
mathematical language.
We are off to a wonderful start in ELA.  Students completed 
their first assignment which was an "All About Me" flip 
book.  I really enjoyed reading them and getting to know 
your children a little bit more.  Each and every student must 
read every night for at least 45 minutes.  If it is too difficult 
to read 45 min at one time than they can break it up into 
two 22.5 minute sessions.  I also asked the students to 
purchase an additional composition notebook ($.50 at 
Target) for their weekly writing assignment which is due 
every Friday.  These writing assignments will be graded and 
returned to the students no later than Tuesday for the next 
week's assignment.

Welcome to 4th grade

I am very excited to have a group of enthusiastic learners who are 
eager to explore and even more eager to participate!  My goal as a 
teacher is to encourage, to motivate, and to push your child to the 
next level of achievement.  Parents, you can help by making sure 
your child gets to school on time, reminding your child to do 
homework every day, and especially for the next few weeks, 
making sure that your child practices the Times Tables until fluent. 
 There are multiple ways that we use to keep you informed of your 
child's progress.  Please take a few moments to create an account 
on ClassDojo, Bridgeprep Academy phone app, and Edsby so that 
you won't miss out on your child's journey. 

This year is already off to a great start! Our class is already bonding 
through team building activities and new friendships are being 
formed. This month our Social Studies class will be reading about 
our beautiful state. Students will gain an awareness of Florida’s 
state symbols, geography, climate, and natural resources. In English 
Language Arts students will immerse themselves in fictional stories 
while learning to close read, identify sequence, characters, objects, 
and settings. As the students study the fictional stories, they will 
also be synthesizing thoughtful written responses to texts using 
specific text evidence. Please make sure that your child continues 
to read every night for a minimum of thirty minutes and that they 
are completing their reading logs. Our classroom will continue to 
be anchored in trust and respect in order to create a safe 
environment that fosters learning.

Welcome to Third Grade 

  During the month of September our 3rd graders will wrap up their 
first novel study using the story "Because of Winn Dixie". Students 
will learn about story elements and create a plot summary for this 
novel. This month they will learn about homonyms and how to use 
contest clues to facilitate comprehension of unfamiliar words.

 In Social Studies they'll study the history and topographical 
features of Florida.
 Science will see the students continuing investigations into forms 
of energy. They will learn and explore how energy changes and 
how it causes motion.
In Math students will continue to work on addition and subtraction 
into the thousands place. Once that is mastered, students will dive 
into understanding multiplication and division conceptually. 

 

Welcome to Fifth Grade

Welcome to 5th Grade where we are all about Cooperative 
Learning!
Ms. Pringle and Mr. Laux, Kagan Cooperative learning 
structures that focus on: 
Positive Interdependence-Each student is assigned a 
specific role or task
Individual Accountability-Students are rewarded based on 
their own work
Equal Participation-Roles are clearly defined with equitable 
workloads
Simultaneous Interaction-Students perform assigned tasks 
simultaneously

Examples of Kagan Cooperative Learning taking place
: Quiz-Quiz-Trade
: Line up in Alphabetical Order without using voices

“I showed responsibility by 
helping my Mom and my 
sisters when they needed 
help“.

- 5th Grade
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Classroom Collaborations

Welcome to Music

Hello BridgePrep Music Fans!
We have kicked off the school year successfully, and are 
looking forward to the beginning of our learning goals and 
Fall Festival preparations. All grades have already begun 
mastering the basic elements, and are on the way to 
working on music for the first performances. From the 
remainder of August through September, we will continue 
to learn on many different levels of theory, and begin the 
first subject of instrument techniques with piano. 
Intermediate students have chosen their area of interest for 
the Fall performance, and will participate in a combination 
of learning from a Tri-Teared plan consisting of: 
1. Classroom academic standards in reading, interpretation, 
and assessment,
 2. Instruments exploration, (piano) 
3. Concert preparation (individual and group music parts). 
Primary grades K-3 are well into rhythmic, aural and vocal 
exploration, and learning improvisation techniques. Please 
join us for a short performance on the evening of 
September 28th representing Hispanic Heritage. I am 
always proud to witness the endurance level of the 
students, as they always enjoy learning and making music!
I look forward to seeing you soon!

Welcome to Art

  

Welcome to Gym

Hello, 
 The school year is getting off to a great start in PE. 
The first two weeks of school we have learned how to 
play soccer.

The next couple week’s grades 2-4 will play Sharks 
and Minnows to help with cardiovascular fitness. 
 Grades 5-8 will be playing capture the flag to work on 
their cardiovascular fitness.

Please remember that the students need proper 
shoes for PE. 

 
Coach Burnett

“Knowledge is knowing 
a tomato is a fruit. 

Wisdom knows NOT to 
put it in fruit salad.”

Welcome to Art

Hooray!!!
We began our adventure in the visual arts world with the first 
design unit. We are letting our creativity fly while learning about 
famous artist and new vocabulary. I am excited to see the artwork 
that my students will do this month and show them to everybody. 
I will be joining the Spanish teachers with activities for the 
celebration of National Hispanic Heritage Month. I invite you to 
learn more about some Hispanic artists that were recognized 
around the world.
Do you know some of these famous Hispanic artists?

 Frida Kahlo- Mexico    Fernando Botero- Colombia 

 Salvador Dali- España    Roberto Ossaye- Guatemala 

   Francisco Oller- Puerto Rico  
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